
SPALDING SNAPSHOT February 2023

Hello Spalding Families,

Welcome to February everyone. We have survived all the
snow cancellations and delays that have been thrown at
us so far. As frustrating as it has been, let’s remember
that all this moisture is so beneficial for our farmers in the
spring. We have had some dry seasons lately, so all the
snow is needed. Honestly, it would be great if it was
spread out more or that it snowed on the weekends, but
we will take it.

We will now have school on Presidents Day Monday
February 20 th to make up for our latest snowstorm. We
will also have school April 11th -14th . We have canceled
our NCEA Convention trip to help accommodate our snow
dates, so please make sure you get those dates written
down. As stated previously, if you already had a trip
planned for those dates, please keep them. Your child will
have an excused absence from school.

There are many exciting things happening at Spalding.
Catholic Schools Week is January 31- February 3rd.  We
have many activities planned for that week. A schedule of
events is posted on the school website, so don’t miss an
opportunity to participate in all of the action. On Saturday
February 4 th we will be having our annual Spalding Gala.
Tickets can be purchased at the rectory or school. Parent
Teacher Conferences are Thursday February 16th .

Students are doing their Winter FAST testing this month.
We are excited to see how much our students have grown
in their reading and math. Results will be shared at Parent
Teacher Conferences. Keep a look out for an email from
Wendy about PTC sign-up times. Finally, the State of Iowa
passed the School Choice Bill. This is the bill that allows
student funding from the state to follow them to the
school of their choice. This has been a controversial bill,
and it will still face some hurdles in the coming weeks.
You will be sent information on how it will affect you as
parents. We will do our best to educate everyone on how
the bill can be used to everyone’s benefit. The Diocese
along with Spalding will be sending out more information
to families as we get it passed along from the State.

January students of the month will get to eat with Mr.
Paulson in February. The selected students were treated
to a lunch at Pizza Ranch. Those students are:

Kindergarten- Kambrie Paulson
1st Grade- Kevin Sanchez
2nd Grade- Lydia Letsche
3rd Grade- Nahomy Arreaga Gutierrez
5th Grade- Angel Briones-Munoz
6th Grade- Avery Kellen and Jack Kellen

Have a wonderful February and Valentine's Day.

Sincerely,
Bryan Paulson
Spalding Catholic Elementary Principal

Upcoming Events

1/29-2/4: Catholic Schools Week

2/2:    8:30 Mass @ St. Marys, Alton

2/4:     Spalding Catholic Gala

2/9:    8:30 Mass @ St. Marys, Alton

2/10:    2hr Early Out - teacher inservice

2/16:    8:30 Mass @ St. Marys, Alton

2/16:    P/T conferences 3:30-7:00 PM

2/17:     NO SCHOOL

2/22:    12:05 PM Ash Wednesday Mass

2/28: Discover Kindergarten Night 5:30 PM

3/2:    8:30 Mass @ St. Marys, Alton

3/3:    KC Fish Fry @ St. Marys, Alton

3/6:    Preschool Registration 5-6 PM



***3rd/4th grade Musings with Mrs. Roder***

Students are very busy in Mrs. Roder’s room.
Besides working on spelling, cursive, vocabulary,
grammar, science, social studies and math, we have
had a few fun projects and activities during the first
half of the year. The 2nd half of the year looks like it
will be as busy as the first two quarters. Some of the
highlights in the year so far from students’
perspectives:
Franciscan sisters—We zoom with the Franciscan
sisters once a month. They teach us about Jesus
Christ with activities. They share stories about their
faith ---- Nahomy and Noah
All class novel reading--- Before Christmas, we read
the novel A Family Under the Bridge. It was an amazing
book that taught the students what family really is and
how we help and take care of each other. We can’t wait
to start our next novel, The Wild Robot.
Adopting a cow from Ely, Iowa—The year started with
the adoption of our calf—Chani. It has grown 8 inches
and 25 pounds since birth. We have zoomed with a
dairy farmer and have followed the life of our calf. We
are amazed at how much they eat and how much milk
Chani ‘s mom has produced weekly.
Gala gift---We have been painting our season sign in
groups of 2. We picked our colors that we wanted to
paint for our “season”. You can bid on this at the Gala.
If you win the bid, you can change out the seasons
when a new one arrives. ---Jameson and Kalen
30/40 book challenge—In the 30/40 book challenge the
3rd graders have to read 30 books and the 4th graders
have to read 40 books throughout the year. If the you
reach your goal, you get a bag of candy and get Mrs.
Roder’s chair for a week. If everyone reaches their
goal, we get an ice cream party.---Mikayla
Christmas Tree contest---We made ornaments out of
popsicle sticks to decorate our tree. We made a train
track with a train for under the tree. We all went to
Prairie Woods Nature Center to decorate the tree. We
played the alphabet game on the way there. We could
never find a Z.—Nahil and Mikayla

Upcoming projects and events
State project ---students will be creating an Iowa
postcard to send out to schools throughout
the US. We hope to receive postcards from all the 50
states. Students will have to do a little
research on Iowa and share facts on our amazing
school.
Human body project---Student will create a human
body with all the organs. They will learn
about the importance of eating healthy and being fit.
Trip to Orchestra—Students will visit the Orpheum in
Sioux City to play their recorders with the
orchestra. They will learn about the different
instruments used.

Discover Kindergarten Night
Tuesday, Feb. 28 @ 5:30 PM

2023-24 kindergarten
students and their parents

are invited to a�end!


